THE FUTURE OF MANKIND 


Before the end of the present centaury, unless something quite unforeseeable occurs, 
one of three possibilities will have been realized. These three are: 

I. The end of human life, perhaps of aU life on our planet. 

II. A reversion to barbarism after a catastrophic diminution of the population of the globe. 

III. A unification of the world under a single government, possessing a monopoly of all the 
major weapons of war. 

I do not pretend to know which of these will happen, or even which is the most likely. 

What I do contend, without any hesitation, is that the kind of system to which we have 
been accustomed cannot possibly continue 

The first possibility, the extinction of the human race, is not to be expected in the next 
world war, 

Unless that war is postponed for a longer time than now seems probable. But if the next 
world war is 

Indecisive, or if the victors arc unwise, and if organized states survive it, a period of 
feverish teclmical development may be expected to follow its conclusion. With vastly more 
powerful means of utilizing atomic energy than those now available, it is thought by many 
sober men of science that radio-active clouds, drifting round the world, may disintegrate 
living tissue everywhere. Although the last survivor may proclaim himself universal 
.Emperor, his reign will be brief and his subjects will all be corj 
With his death the uneasy episode of life will end, and the peacehil rocks will revolve 
unchanged until the sun explodes. Perhaps a disinterested spectator would consider this 
the most desirable consummation, in view of man's long record of folly and cruelty. But 
we, who are actors in the drama, who are entangled in the net of private affections and 
public hopes, can hardly take this attitude with any sincerity. True, I have heard men say 
that they would prefer the end of man to submission to the Soviet Government, and 
doubtless in Russia there are those who would say the same about submission to 
Western capitalism. But this is rhetoric with a bogus air of heroism. Although it must be 
regarded as unimaginative humbug, it is dangerous, because it makes men less energetic 


trophe that they pretend not to dread.in seeking ways of avoiding the catas 
The second possibility, that of a reversion to barbarism, would leave open the likelihood of 
a gradual return to civilization, as after the fall of Rome. The sudden trai, sition will, if it 
occurs, be infinitely pciinful to those who experience it, and for some centuries afterwards 
A till be a future for mankind, and thelife will be hard and drab. But at any rate there will 
possibility of rational hope. 

I think such an outcome of a really scientific world war is by no means improbable. 

Imagine each side in a position to destroy the chief cities and centers of industry of the 
imagine an almost complete obliteration of laboratories and libraries, accompaniedenemy 
imagine famine due to radio-active spray,by a heavy casualty rate among men of science 
and pestdence caused by bacteriological warfare: would social 

Would not prophets tell the maddened populations that theircohesion survive such strains 
ills were wholly due to science, and that the extermination of all educated men would 
Extreme hopes are bom of extreme misery, and in such a worldbring the millennium 
hopes could only be irrational. I think the great states to which we are accustomed would 
break up, and the sparse survivors would revert to a primitive village economy. 
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The third possibility, that of the establishment of a single government for the whole world, 
might be realized in various ways: by the victory of the United States in the next world 
A and I think this iswar, or by the victory of the U.S.S.R., or, theoretically, by agreement. Or 
—by an alliance of thethe most hopeful of the issues that are in any degree probable 
that desire an international government, becoming, in the end, so strong thatnation 
Russia would no longer dare to sttind out. Tliis might conceivably be achieved without 
another world war, but it would require courageous and imaginative titatesmanship in a 
number of countries. 

There are various arguments that are used against the project of a single government of 
the whole world. The commonest is that the project is utopian and impossible. Those who 
use this argument, like most of those who advocate a world government, are thinking of a 
world government brought about by agreement. I think it is plain that the mutual 
suspicions between Russia and the West make it iiitile to hope, in any near fiiture,'fi}r any 
genuine agreement. Any pretended universal authority to which both sides can agree, as 


things stand, is bound to be a sham, like U.N.O. Consider the difficulties that have been 
encountered in the much more modest project of an international control over atomic 
‘is subject to the veto, and thereforeenergy, to which Russia will only consent if inspection 
a farce. I think we should admit t A t a world government will have to be imposed by force. 
Wars have occuned A why all this talk about a world government A many people will sayBut 
ever since men were organized into units larger than the family, but the human race has 
survived. Why should it not continue to survive even if wars go on occurring from time to 
Moreover, people like war, and will feel frustrated without it. And without war theretime 
will be no adequate opportunity for heroism or self-sacrifice. This point of view—which is 
A fails to take athat of innumerable elderly gentlemen, including the rulers of Soviet Russia 
ouiit of modem technical possibilities. 1 think civilization could probably survive one more 
world war, provided it occurs fairly soon and does not last long. But if there is no slowing 
up in the rate of discovery and invention, and if great wars continue to recur, the distention 
to be expected, even if it fails to exterminate the human race, is pretty certain to produce 
the kind of ion to a primitive social system that I spoke of a moment ago. And this will 
entail such an enormous diminution of population, not only by war, but by subsequent 
starvation and disease, that the survivors are bound to be fierce and, at least for a 
considerable time, destitute of the qualities required for rebuilding civilization, 
hope that, if nothing drastic is done, wars will nevertheless notClMor is it reasonable t 
occur. They always have occurred from time to time, and obviously will break out again 
'stem that makes them impossible, but tiieCsooner or later unless mankind adopts some s 
only such system is a single government with a monopoly of armed force. 

If things are allowed to diift, it is obvious that the bickering between Russia and the 
Western demo cracies will continue until Russia has a considerable store of atomic 
bombs, and dial when that time comes there will be an atomic war. In such a war, even if 
the worst consequences are avoided. Western Europe, including Great Britain, will be 
virtually exterminated. If America and the U.S.S.R. survive as organized states, they will 
.side is victorious, it will rule the world, and a unitarypresently fight again. If one 
if not, either mankind, or at leastgovernment of mankind will have come into existence 


civilization, will perish. This is what must happen if nations and their rulers are lucking in 

constructive 

Vision. 

I do not mean merely the theoretical realization that—“constructive vision,When I speak of 
a world government is desirable. More than half the American nation, according to the 
Gallup poll, holds this opinion. But most of its advocates think of it as something to be 
established by friendly negotiation, and shrink from any suggestion of the use of force. In 
this I think they are mistaken. I am sure that force, or the threat of force, will be necessary. 
I hope the threat of force may suffice, but, if not, actual force should be employed. 
Assuming a monopoly of armed force established by the. Victory of one side in a war 
between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R, what sort of world will result 

In either case, it will be a world in which successful rebellion will be impossible. Although, 
of course, sporadic assassination will still be liable to occur, the concentration of all 
important weapons in the hands of the victors will make them irresistible, and there will 
therefore be secure peace. Even if the dominant nation is completely devoid of altruism, 
its leading inhabitants, at least, wall achieve a very high level of material comfort, and will 
be freed from the tyranny of fear. They are likely, therefore, to become gradually more 
good-natured and less inclined to persecute. Like tlie Romans, they will, in the course of 
time, extend citizenship to tlie vanquished. There will I icon be a true world state, and it 
of us, during:'X'XV||j w j|| b e possible to urged that it will have owed its origin to conquest. 

A, felt humiliated by the contrast with the days ol Edw'ard 1 ** reign of Lloyd Georg^th 
world empire of either the U.S. or the U.S.S.R. is therefore preferable to the results of a 
continuation of the present international anarchy. 

There is, however, importarf rea.sons for pre ferring a victory of America. I am not 
I think it not impossible that, ifcontending that capitalism is better than communism 
America was communist and Russia was capitalist, I should still be on the side of 
America. My reason for siding with America is that there is in that country more respect 
than in Russia for the things that 7 value in a civilized way of life. The things I have in 
mind are such as: free dom of thought, freedom of inquiry, freedom of discussion, and 


humane feeling. What a victory of Russia would mean is easily to be seen in Poland. 
There were flourishing universities in Poland, containing men of great intellectual 
the rest disappeared. Education iseminence. Some of these men, ibrtunately, escaped 
(beyond the it is only opennow reduced to learning the formulae of Stalinist orthodoxy 
to young people whose parents arc politically irreproachable, and itCelementary stage 
does not aim at producing any mental faculty except that of glib repetition of correct 
shibboleths and quick apprehension of the side that is winning official favor. From such an 
educational system nothing of intellectual value can result. 
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Meanwhile the middle class was annihilated by mass deportations, first in 1940, and again 
pulsion of the Glcrmans. Politicians of majority parties were liquidated,«after the 
A ends to the police, or perjury when tliey wereimprisoned, or compelled to fly. Betraying 
brought to trial, are often the only means of survival for those who have incurred govern 
mental suspicions. 

I do not doubt that, if this regime continues for a generation, it will succeed in its objects. 
Polish hospitality to Russia will die out, and be replaced by communist orthodoxy. Science 
art and literature, will Ixrcome sycophantic adjuncts of government,-and philosophy, 
jejune, narrow, and stupid. No individual will think, or even feel, for himself, but each will 
be contentedly a mere unit in the mass. A victory of Russia would, in time, make such a 
mentality world-wide. No doubt the complacency induced by success would ultimately 
lead to a relaxation of control, but the process would be slow, and the revival of respect 
for the individual would be doubtful. For such reasons I should view a Russian victory as 
an appalling disaster. 

A victory by the United States would have far less drastic consequences. In the first place, 
it would nut be a victory of the United States in isolation, but of an Alliance in which the 
other members would be able to insist upon retaining a large part of their traditional 
independence. One can hardly imagine the American army seizing the dons at Oxford 
and Cambridge and sending them to hard labor in Alaska. Nor do 1 think that they would 
accuse Mr. Attlee of plotting and u mpel him to fly to Moscow. 

dler a/Yet the.se are strict analogues to the tilings the Russians have done in Poland, 
victory of tpi Alliance led by the United Sta'es there would still be British culture, French 
there would not, therefore, be the German culture((l hopeculture, Italian culture, and 
same dead uniformity as would result fromISoviet domination. 

There is another important difference, and that is, that Moscow orthodoxy is much more 
all pervasive tlian that of Washington. In America, if you are a geneticist, you may hold 
inwhatever view of Mcndelism tlic evidence makes you regard as the most probable 
Russia, if you are a geneticist who disagrees with Lysenko, you are liable to disappear 
mysteriously, lit America, you may write a book debunking Lincoln if you feel so disposed 


in Russia, if you write a book debunking Lenin, it would not be published and you would 
be liquid dated. If you are an American economist, you may hold, or not hold, that 
in Russia, no economist dare question that an AmericanAmerica is heading for a slump 
slump is imminent. In America, if you are a Professor of Philosophy, you may be an 
idealist, a materialist, a pragmatist, a logical positivist, or whatever else may take your 
at congresses you can argue with men whose opinions differ from yours, andfancy 
listeners can form a judgment as to who has the best of it. In Russia you must be a 
dialectical materialist, but at one time the element of materi alism outweighs the clement 
of dialectic, and at other times it is the other way round. If you fail to follow the 
developments of official metaphysics with sufficient nimblcness, it will be the worse for 
you. 

l A talin at all times knows the trutli about metaphysics, but you must not suppose that the 
is the same as it was last year.truth this year 

In such a world intellect must stagnate, and even technological progress must soon come 
to an end. 

Liberty, of the sort that communista despise, is important not only to iuteUectuals or to the 
more fortunate sections of society. Owing to its absence in Russia, the Soviet 
Government has been able to establish a greater degree of economic inequality than 
exists in Great Britain, or even in America. An oligarchy which controls all the means of 
publicity can perpetrate injustices and cruelties which would be scarcely possible if they 
were widely known. 

Only democracy and free publicity can prevent the holders of power from establishing a 
servile state, o ith luxury for the few and ovenvorked poverty for the many. This is what is 
being done by the Soviet Government wherever it is in secure control. There are, of 
but in a democratic regime they tend tocourse, economic inequalities everywhere, 
diminish, whereas under an oligarchy they tend to increase. 

And wherever an oligarchy has power, economic inequalities threaten to become 
permanent owing to the modem impossibility of sui cessful rebellion. I come now to the 
question: what should be our policy, in view of tlic various dangers to which mankind is 


: We have to guard against three dangers To summarize the above argumentsexposed 
die extinction of the human race(i) 
a reversion to barbarism(2) 

the c. jablishmcnt of a universal slave state, involving misery for the vast majority,( X-X) 
and the disappearance of all prrgrcss in knowledge and thought. Either the first or second 
of these disasters is almost ceiiain unless great wars can soon be brought to an end. 
Great wars can only be brought to an end by the concentration of armed force under a 
single authority. Such a coiicentration cannot be brought about by agreement, because of 
the opposition of Soviet Russia, but it mwt be brought about somehow. 

A is to persuade the United States A and it is one which is now not very difficuItThe first step 
and the British Ciommonwealth of the absolute necessity for a military unification of the 
world. The governments of the English-speaking nations shovdd then offer to all other 
nations the option of entering into a firm Alliance, involving a pooling of military resources 
and mutual defence against aggression. In the case of hesitant nations, such as Italy, 
great inducements, economic and military, should be held out to produce their 
co-operation.At a certain stage, when the Alliance had acquired 
sufficient strength, any Great Power still refusing to join should be threatened with 
outlawry, and, if recalcitrant, should be regarded as a public enemy. The resulting war, if it 
occurred fairly sdOn, would probably leave the economic and political structure of the 
United States intact, and would enable the victorious Alliance to establish a monopoly of 
armed force, and therefore to make peace secure. But perhaps, if the Alliance were 
sufficiently powerful, war would not be necessary, and the reluctant Powers would prefer 
to enter it as equals rather than, afler a terrible war, submit to it as vanquished enemies. 
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If this were to happen, the world might emerge from its present dangers without another 
great war. I do not see any hope of such a happy issue by any other method. But whether 
Russia would yield when threatened with war is a question as to which I do not venture an 
opinion. 

I have been dealing mainly with the gloomy aspects of the present situation of mankind. It 
is necessary to do so, in order to persuade the world to adopt measures running counter 
to traditional habits of thought and ingrained prejudices. But beyond the diiliculties and 
probable tragedies of the near future there is the possibility of immeasurable good, and of 
'er before fallen to the lot of man. This is not merely agreater wdl-being than has e 


possibility, but, if the Western democracies are firm and prompt, a probability. From the 
break-up of the Roman Empire to the present day, states have almost continuously 
increased in size. Inhere are now only two fully independent states, America and Russia. 
The next step in this long historieal process should reduce the two to one, and thus put an 
end to the period of organized wars, which began in Egypt some 6,000 years ago. If war 
can be pre vented without the establishment of a grinding tyraimy, a weight will be lifted 
A minishes wefrom the human spirit, deep collective fears will be exorcised, and as fear 
may hope that cruelty also will grow less. 

The uses to which men have piit their increased control over natural forces are curious. In 
‘mselves chiefly to increasing the numbers ofthe nine teenth century they dev'oted th 
homo sapiens, particularly of tlie white variety. In tlie twentieth century they have, so far, 
pursued the exactly opposite aim. 

]x>ssible to d A ote a largerOwing to the increased productivity of labour, it has become 
percentage ofthe population to war. If aton ic energy were to make production easier, the 
only eflect, as things arc, would be to make wars worse, since fewer people would be 
needed for producing necessaries. 

Unless we can cope with the problem of abolishing war, there is no reaison whatever to 
about*saving tecluiique, but quite the reverse. On the other hand, if the dangerrejoice in 
of war were removed, scientific technique could at last be used to promote human 
happiness. There is no longer any technical reason for the persistence of poverty, even in 
such densely populated countries as India and China. If war no longer occupied men's 
thoughts and energies, we could, wdlhin a generation, put an end to all serious poverty 
throughout the world. 

1 have spoken of liberty as a good, but it is not an absolute good. We all rccogm’ze the 
A o restrain murderous states.need to restrain murderers, and it is even more important 
Liberty must be limited by law, and its most viiluablc forms can only exist within a 
framework of law. What the world most needs is effective laws to control international 
relations, Hie first and most difficult step in the creation of such law is the establishment of 
.sanctions, and this is only pos.sible through the creation of a single armed forceadequate 


in control of the whole world. But such an armed force, like a municipal police force, is not 
it is a means to the growth of a social system governed by law, wherean end in itself 
force is not the prcrogcitivc of jjrivate individuals or nations, but is exercised only by a 
neutral authority in accordance with rules laid down in advance. There is hope that law, 
-within the presentrather than private force, may come to govern the relations of nations 
if it is realized, the world willcentury. If this hope is not realized we face utter disaster 
by*far better than at any previous period in the history of man. 
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